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MEETING DATES: 
 

LUNCHEON:  
(First Wednesday) 

May 2, 2012 

June 6, 2012 

Sept. 5, 2012 

Oct-Seminar / Fund-
raiserðOct. 19, 2012 

Nov. 7, 2012 
 

BOARD:  
(Third Thursday) 

New location-3390    
University Ave, 5th Floor 

May 24, 2012 

Aug. 23, 2012 

Sept. 20, 2012 

Oct. 18, 2012 

Nov. 15, 2012 

A MESSAGE FROM IRWA  
CHAPTER 57ôs PRESIDENT 

The Best of the Best!       
Chapter 57 is the best of the best! It certainly is 

the one of the premier Chapters of Region 1 and 

certainly has the most committed and dedicated 

Board of Directors of any Chapter. May 2, 2012 

marks the changing of the 2011-2012 Board to 

the 2012-2013 Board of Directors. The installa-

tion luncheon will be June 4, 2012 and that will 

be an event you must attend. Headliners include 

President Roberto Corrales, President Elect Joe 

Villegas, Treasurer Sheryn Smay, the Controller 

Marvin Cohen and our Secretary will be elected at 

the May luncheon. I consider it a privilege and an 

honor to have each of these individuals working 

with me, as I served as President of Chapter 57. 

They are irreplaceable and always went above 

and beyond whatever was needed. 

 

Chapter 57 has an outstanding group of Past 

Presidents and they all still serve actively on the 

Board of Directors; three of our Past Presidents 

have gone a step further.  Peggy Barnes serves on 

the International Professional Development Com-

mittee; Kim Reed served as the Region 1 Repre-

sentative to the International Local Public Agency 

(ILPA) Committee and is now the Vice Chair to 

ILPA; and Janet Parks served on the International 

Asset Management Committee and is now the 

Region 1 Vice Chair. These ladies exemplify what 

it means to understand the goals, the mission and 

the necessity of the International Right of Way 

Association and they are making a huge differ-

ence in IRWA because of their commitment. 

 
The Communications Chair, Jan Spindler, the 

Membership Chair, Griffin Wayne, the Education 

Chair, Hector Casillas, and the Professional Devel-

opment Chairs, Walt Evans III, Duncan Bush, and 

Patti Zendejas-Feist are all a nucleus of the Board 

and a force to be reckoned with. Jan develops the 

newsletter, manages the RSVP for the lunch list, 

edits our website , prepares event brochures, and 

has designed and printed our new membership 

badges; Griffin is a visionary and that is apparent 

in the plans and goals in the growth and retention 

of the Chapterõs membership; Hector stepped into the 

Educational Chair upon Sherynõs acceptance of the 

Secretary position on the Board. Hector hit the ground 

running to have the Chapterõs list of classes for 2012-

2014 approved by HQ. Now, both Walt and Duncan 

stepped up to the plate to fill the 3rd and 2nd  year PDC 

Chairs and Patti couldnõt wait to pass the SR/WA exam 

to fill the 1st year Chair. Speaking of stepping up to the 

plate; that is exactly what Mike S. Romo did right after 

joining the Chapter; Mike became our Relocation 

Chair.  

The Events Goddess is our own 

Lisa Dunham; Christine Santolucito will be working 

with Lisa on the Events Committee, Nominations & 

Election Chair is Robert Shea Perdue, Valuation Chairs 

are Mark Routh and Colleen Matthies, Transportation  

Chairs are Steve McClaury and Past President William 

Reinhart. Each of these people chair their individual 

committees, and they also work with the Events Chair 

on the Educational Seminar and Casino Night. Wasnõt 

that an awesome event last year? I am anticipating 

more fun and excitement at this yearõs event. 

 

 Our Legal Issues Chairs are Mark Easter and Mona 

Nemat and they keep us out of trouble and they also 

write some extremely informative and insightful arti-

cles for the newsletter. It is a good thing that Mark is 

on Board because two of these three Past Presidents 

need to be corrected from time to time: William (Bill) 

Reinhart, Brad Bassi, and John Kalapp. For those of 

you that cannot guess which two I will help you out it is 

Brad and John. John, Brad and Bill all served their 

Presidency on the Board of Directors with strength, 

power and conviction and as Past Presidents are still 

100% involved in the Board. 

 

I have truly valued the opportunity to be a part of the 

Board of Directors of Chapter 57 for the last four years 

and I wouldnõt trade the time for anything. It is said 

that nothing worth having comes easy and without 

sacrifice; life is full of challenges, but they all make 

you stronger, they help you to think outside the box 

and they help you grow as a person. Donõt continue to 

ride on that one way street of receiving; make a U-turn 

and ride on the other side of the street called giving. 

Barbara Ann Ford 

Chapter 57, President 
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IRWA CHAPTER 57 ñ2011 -12 EXECUTIVE BOARD  

 
President: Advisors to the Board: Professional Development: 

Barbara A. Ford John Kalapp (2010) 3rd Year:    

Riverside County Flood Control District Brad Bassi (2009)    Walt Evans, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

(951) 333-2959 Peggy Barnes (2008)    Epic Land Solutions, Inc. 

BAFord@rcflood.org Kim Reed (2007)    (951) 321-1800 

President-Elect:  Janet Parks, SR/WA, R/W-AMC (2005)    WaltEvans@epicland.com 

Roberto Corrales Mark Routh, CREA (2004) 2nd Year:  

Independent Relocation Consultant William Reinhart (2003)    Duncan Bush, SR/WA   

(951) 746-4290 Duncan Bush, SR/WA (2001)    Corridor Analysis 

robertocorrales@rcprofessionalgroup.com  Robert Shea Perdue, MAI (2000)    (951) 333-3540 

Treasurer: Micheal Green, SR/WA (1996 &1999)    DuncanBush@corridoranalysis.com 

Joe Villegas Immediate Past President: 1st Year:  

Villegas Appraisal Company John Kalapp     Patti Zendejas-Feist, SR/WA 

(909) 981-4153 Lawyers Title Company    Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc. 

JVAppraisals@aol.com (714) 926-6259    (760) 250-8689 

Secretary:  jkalapp@ltic.com    PFeist@opcservices.com 

Sheryn Smay  International Professional Development: Relocation: 

City of Riverside Peggy Barnes  Michael S. Romo, SR/WA 

(951) 826-5343 Best Best & Krieger, LLP County of Riverside, EDA 

SSmay@riversideca.gov (951) 826-8357 MRomo@rivcoeda.org  

Asset Management: Peggy.Barnes@bbklaw.com 951-955-9275  

Janet M. Parks, SR/WA, R/W-AMC Legal Issues: Survey: 

Overland, Pacific & Cutler Mark Easter, Esq. Vacant 

(951) 683-2353 Best Best & Krieger, LLP   

jparks@opcservices.com (951) 686-1450   

Communications: Mark.Easter@bbklaw.com  

Jan Spindler and Transportation: 

City of Riverside Mona Nemat Steven McClaury 

(951) 826-5498 Best Best & Krieger, LLP California Department of 

IRWA_Chapter57@yahoo.com (951) 826-8215 Transportation  

Controller: Mona.Nemat@BBKLaw.com (909) 888-0484 

Marvin Cohen Local Public Agency: Steve_McClaury@dot.ca.gov 

Best Best & Krieger, LLP Kim Reed   Utilities: 

(951) 826-8440 Overland, Pacific & Cutler, Inc. Peggy Barnes  

Marvin.Cohen@BBKLaw.com (951) 683-2353 Best Best & Krieger, LLP 

Education: KReed@OPCServices.com (951) 826-8357 

Hector Casillas Membership: Peggy.Barnes@bbklaw.com 

Caltrans Griffin Wayne Valuation: 

(909) 888-5429 Lawyers Title Company Colleen Matthies 

Hector.Casillas@dot.ca.gov (714) 749-0036 Robert Shea Perdue RE Appraisal 

Environmental: GWayne@ltic.com (951) 694-6904 

William ñBillò OôBraitis Nominations & Elections: C.Matthies@rsprea.com 

URS Corp. Robert Shea Perdue, MAI           and 

(909) 980-4000 ext. 1114 Robert Shea Perdue RE Appraisal Mark Routh, CREA 

Bill_OôBraitis@URSCorp.com (951) 694-6904 Robert Shea Perdue RE Appraisal 

Events: r.perdue@rsprea.com (951) 694-6904 

Lisa Dunham Pipeline: MWRouth@hotmail.com 

Best Best & Krieger, LLP David Buzon   
(951) 826-8307 California Department of Trans   
Lisa.Dunham@bbklaw.com (909) 435-5531   
  David.Buzon@dot.ca.gov   
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section on page 5 for more             

information.  
 

I know Iôve mentioned it before, but 

WE NEED YOU 
On the Board 

 

Nominations are coming up for     

Secretary and Professional Develop-
ment Committee, First Year.  If you 

would like to serve on the Board or 
Chair a committee, please let anyone 

of the Board members know.  Also, if 

you would like to help on the Events 
Committee, we have an event coming 

in October and can use your help! 
 

ñApril showers bring 

May flowersò is an old 
saying that is certainly 

holding true this year.   
 

We have had some unusual weather 

and some events as well.   
 

This is the first year that our President 
and President-Elect have served through 

the fiscal year, instead of the calendar 
year.  As you may recall, our Past   

President, John Kalapp, and Past     

President-Elect, Barbara Ford, served for 
18 months during the transition.  

 
The Spring Forum was held on April  

14th and there was a lot going on.  

Please see the ñPeople in the Newsò 

As always, if you have an article you 

would like to publish in our newsletter, 
would like to speak at our meetings or 

if there are any changes you would like 
to see on the website, please let me 

know. 

 
Go to http:\\IRWAChapter57.org  

to view the newsletters  
Jan Spindler, Communications Chair 
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SPEAKER:  DUNCAN BUSH 

THE AWARD-WINNING IRWA 
CHAPTER 57 NEWSLETTER  

IS NOW EXCLUSIVELY 
ONLINEðDOWNLOAD AND 
READ IT AT YOUR LEISURE 

AND  
REMEMBERð

YOU ARE SAVING 
A LOT OF TREES! 

Duncan Bush has held the 

SR/WA Designation with the 

International Right of Way  

Association for over 20 years, 

a General Contractors License 

with the State of California for 

almost 25 years and a Real 

Estate Sales License with the 

State of California for almost 

30 years. Duncan attended 

Long Beach City College, CSULB and one year at 

Pacific Coast University School of Law with         

additional studies at UCR and Michigan State    

University. Duncan taught school for 5 years in 

Michigan (high school vocational) at Sanilac   

County Intermediate School District and was the 

township supervisor and tax assessor for Flynn 

Township in Sanilac County, Michigan.  

 

He has been a dairy and crop farmer, farming over 

400 acres in Michigan, has worked as a contractor 

building houses, sold dental supplies, been a  

property manager and Boy Scout Leader. Duncan 

served two years in the Navy during the Viet Nam 

War as a medic assisting in Oral Maxillofacial    

Surgery and 6 additional years in the Navy reserve 

corps. Duncan competed in the 1972 Olympic   

Trials in Water Polo as captain and goalie for Iolani Aquatics 

AAU of Hawaii after having played for 10 years in high 

school, college and various AAU teams in both California and 

Hawaii. Duncan suffered a broken nose, two broken thumbs 

and a dislocated Myeloid Hyoid Bone during the trials of this 

ònon contact sportó. 

 

Duncanõs R/W experience includes 15 years with Caltrans,  

5-1/2 years with Epic Land Solutions as Inland Empire     

Regional Manager and 2 years as owner of Corridor Analysis. 

Duncan was also a regulatory appraiser with the State of 

California Department of Savings and Loan and had his own 

independent fee appraisal office for 5 years prior to that in 

Orange County. 

 

Duncan has worked in Caltrans offices of District 12 (Orange 

Co.), District 8 (Inland Empire) and was Chief Appraiser in 

District 7 (Los Angeles Co.). Most of his R/W experience has 

related to Appraisal and R/W Cost Estimating. 

 

His topic today is òRight 

of Way issues for High 

Speed Rails in Highly  

Urbanized  

Areasó. 

A WORD FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

Canyon Crest Country Club, 975 Country Club Drive, Riverside, California 

951-274-7900, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm (First Wednesday of the month) 

Cost for Lunch and Meeting/Presentationð$20.00 (RSVP) or $24 at the door 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS:   

Janet Parks, SR/WA was nominated/
voted by the attendees as the incoming 
Region 1 Vice Chair.  Her     nomination, 
as well as that of Vivian Howell, SR/WA, 
(incoming Chair) will need to be con-
firmed/ratified at the Annual Education 
Conference in Seattle, WA in June. 
 
Michelle Folk, SR/WA was chosen as the 
Region 1 Professional of the Year. 
 
Joe Curry, SR/WA, has been submitted as 

a candidate for the Frank Balfour award. 
 
Chapter 1, Los An-
geles, was awarded 
large chapter News-
letter of the Year; 
Chapter 73, Tucson, 
was awarded small 
chapter Newsletter 
of the Year. 
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IRWA EDUCATION COURSES  
Course # Subject Date(s) Location Chapter Contact 

801 U.S. Land Titles May 15-16, 2012 San Diego, CA 11 
Mike Flanagan 

858-522-6914 

502 Business Relocation May 21-22, 2012 Downey, CA 1 
Natasa Lenic 

310-720-9517 

503 Mobile Home Relocation May 23, 2021 Downey, CA 1 

Natasa Lenic 

310-720-9517 

800 Principles of Real Estate Law June 7-8, 2012 Downey, CA 1 
Daniel Kazdan 

805-578-2400 x104 

604 Environmental Due Diligence June 18, 2012 Riverside, CA 57 
Barbara Ford 

951-333-2959  

703 Real Property Asset Management June 19, 2012 Riverside, CA 
Barbara Ford 

57 
951-333-2959  

http://www.irwaonline.org 

Generic SR/WA Recertification Application now available online.   

The new form can be used for all SR/WA Designation Programs. The 

application is posted on the following page: 

http://www.irwaonline.org/eweb/dynamicpage.aspx?site=IRWA2010

&webcode=irwa_archived_credentialing 

For questions regarding recertification, contact your local PDC Chair or 

Francis Vicente, Credentialing Manager, at Vicente@irwaonline.org or 

(310) 538-0233 ext 123. 
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IRWA MISSION STATEMENT 

The International Right of Way         
Association will be the world-wide 

leader for innovation and excellence in  
the acquisition and management of 

right of way and public use. 

case on appeal. Nevertheless, timing is critical. It is 
possible to mediate too soon or delay too long for   
maximum benefit. 
 
Benefits of Mediation 
 
Confidentiality is one of the primary benefits of         
mediation, subject, of course, to variation in state law. 
While litigation is a very public process and a matter of 
public record, as a general rule third parties have no 
right to attend or learn about mediation                     
communications. Additionally, neither the fact of the 
mediation nor the statements of the parties can be used 
in court if the case goes to trial. Communications made 
to a mediator in private caucuses cannot be disclosed 
without express consent. Of course, if one party      
conveys or permits the mediator to convey facts, those 
facts are subject to being used at the trial by the other 
party. However, statements made at mediation are   
generally inadmissible at trial. Most mediators also   
recommend that participants execute confidentiality 
agreements. 
 
Another advantage of mediation is the control the     
parties themselves can have over the process and the 
result. With the help of an experienced and well-trained 
mediator, the parties can ultimately decide their own 
fate. Every condemnor and condemnee wants the    
dispute over as quickly as possible, and mediation   
permits resolution much sooner than litigation. Since it 
is not reliant on the dictates of court dockets, it can be 
scheduled at the first date agreeable to the parties. 
 
Mediation has been underutilized in eminent domain 

disputes, despite the fact that many are particularly well 
suited for this form of alternative dispute resolution.  
Legal disputes involving public use, fair market value, 
highest and best use, severance damages and lease-
hold damages have proven to be a good match for   
mediation. This is because the focus shifts from      
compliance and rules of evidence to the specific needs 
of the parties involved. The condemnor and landowner 
can focus on the unique requirements of their case in  

 

Continued on Page 9 

Eminent Domain Disputes: 

The Role of Mediation 
BY STANLEY A. LEASURE 

(As published in the  IRWA Right of Way Magazine 

March/April 2012 Edition) 

Condemnation cases involve complex issues that are    
expensive, time consuming and unpredictable to litigate. In 
contrast, mediation is significantly more efficient and cost 
effective, especially when it comes to eminent domain   
disputes.  
 
When you consider the downside of litigating a               
condemnation case, it is easy to see why mediation is    
preferable. Extensive resources are needed for legal  
pleadings, discovery requests, protective orders, validating 
the fair market value and determining highest and best use. 
Even in those jurisdictions where eminent domain cases 
are given preference in scheduling, it can take years to  
finally get to trial. Then once a verdict is rendered, the    
almost obligatory appeal follows with its own labyrinthine 
process.  
 
With mediation, you can avoid the costly legal fees, as well 
as the lost productivity and other expenses associated with 
trial preparation. Using a neutral third partyða mediatorð
helps achieve a settlement that is acceptable to all the   
parties involved. A mediator is not a judge or jury, and   
because parties retain all the decision-making authority, a 
mediator cannot force a settlement. Theoretically,          
mediation can occur by agreement of the parties (or   
sometimes by court order) at any time during the life of a 
dispute, from the date of taking to the final resolution of the 
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Continued from Page 7 

 
light of their specific interests. Mediation also          
provides the opportunity for creative solutions, giving 
the parties ultimate flexibility. 

 

Mediator Selection 
Selecting an appropriate mediator can play a vital role 
in the ultimate success or failure of the mediation.  
Eminent domain cases are not routine and involve a 
special language, special procedural rules and a 
measure of damages unlike other cases. Therefore, it 
is highly advantageous to employ a mediator who is 
experienced in eminent domain, if possible. Of course, 
subject matter expertise is another important         
consideration, as no one wants to hire a mediator they 
need to educate. 
 
The mediatorôs style is another consideration.         
Mediators fall into two basic categories: facilitative and 
evaluative. Facilitative mediators see their role as  
assisting the dialogue between the parties. They help 
the parties brainstorm acceptable solutions and then 
facilitate an agreement based on what the parties find 
suitable. They do not generally offer opinions, and 
some even see it as improper to do so.  
 
Evaluative mediators play a similar role to that of a 
facilitator, but can go a step further. They may offer 
opinions on any of the many issues which arise in  
eminent domain matters, including the potential  out-
come at trial. A qualified mediator using the evaluative 
technique can bring an important dimension to the 
dispute resolution process, particularly in condemna-
tion cases. Once all parties have secured their own 
counsel, an evaluative mediator can offer their opinion 
on any of the issues regarding the eminent domain 
case, if asked. This is one of the main advantages of 
employing an experienced mediator with eminent   
domain expertise. 
 
The Mediation Process 
 
After executing an agreement with the selected medi-
ator, the attorneys submit a confidential mediation 
memorandum, which is prepared separately and confi-
dentially by each side. In a condemnation dispute, the 
memorandum details the history of settlement offers, 
value of the land, contested issues, perceived 
strengths and weaknesses, status of discovery, and a 
statement of points the attorney believes will affect the 
clientôs chances of winning at trial. Once the mediator 
receives the memorandum from each party, they will 
have a clear idea as to which specific   issues and 
factors must be resolved. 
 
The process can vary depending on the needs of the  
parties involved. In eminent domain cases, mediation 
generally has three phases: a group/opening session, 

several private caucuses and the preparation and         
execution of a settlement agreement. 
 
The group/opening session allows the mediator to provide 
an overview of the process and outlines the specific 
parameters of their role. It is normally attended by the 
mediator, attorneys and the parties or their representa-
tives. These presentations are akin to a combined    
opening statement/closing argument presented at trial. 
Their purpose is to persuade the decision-makers on the 
other side. Sometimes, the opening statement is the first 
time that the opposing decision-maker has a realistic view 
and faces the fact that their position is not legally,        
factually and morally unassailable. The mediator will use 
this time to clarify the facts, explore the pluses and      
minuses of each side, discuss the strengths and weak-
nesses of the partiesô positions, and obtain an opening 
settlement offer to convey to the other side. It is not     
uncommon for the parties to start far apart and move very 
slowly in the early stages. 
 
The parties then break into private caucuses with their 
own attorney and meet in separate rooms.  The mediator 
will rotate between rooms in a sort of shuttle diplomacy.  
Discussions in the caucuses remain confidential and are 
not disclosed to the other party unless the mediator is 
specifically authorized to do so.  This allows for an open 
discussion between an attorney, their client and the     
mediator. Potential downsides can be explored openly 
and frankly, and an evaluative mediator can provide input 
into the risks and rewards of trial or any other subject the 
attorney or party wish to discuss. 
 
The attorneys must be prepared to assessðfor the     
mediator and their clientðtheir prospects at trial, and 
form an opinion about the probably range of recovery if 
the case proceeds to trail. It is essential that individuals 
with decision-making authority attend the mediation,    
especially when a governmental entity is the condemnor. 
In almost every case, the attorney for the condemning 
authority does not have final decision-making authority.  
That authority usually rests with some official or governing 
body of the condemning authority. 
_______________ 
 
Want to know more?  Go to http://www.irwaonline.org 
and click on the link for the Right of Way Magazine 
 

 
Stanley A. Leasure is a mediator and arbi-
trator practicing exclusively in the field of 
eminent domain.  He has extensive experi-
ence in both eminent domain litigation and 
alternative dispute resolution.  He lives in 
Springfield, MO and is a tenured Associate 
Professor at Missouri State University , 

where he teaches alternative dispute resolution an busi-
ness law.  He can be contact at edom.adr@gmail.com or 
www.edom.adr.com 
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